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_ the READER. 


7 H E Huthor of the following Sermon having 


7 ay pin eu refuſed to 27 it, notwith- 
the earneſt and repeated ſollicitations of 
fon ne gd as it was wrote from his mouth 


T got tuo copies; b comparing of 
ery Tam pretty ſure that nathing material is 


omitted or altered in that which I have given to | 
the Preſs : As I have taken this liberty —— 

the Author”s conſent, who ſtill re T to comp 

with the defires of his friends in this e, 7 

leave it to the judgment * the world, whether T 

have dane wwell-or not, in further communicating 

fuch uſeful and "ſeaſenable inſtructions and exhor- 
tations, 


; The EDITOR. 


— 


A biſhop then muſt be apt to teach, 


ISHOPS, in the ſcriptural ſenſe of 
that word, or Miniſters of the Chriſtiafi 
Church, are the publick authorized 
teachers of the religion of Jeſus : They 

are the eſtabliſhed inſtructors, and ſpiritual guides 

of their brethren of mankind ; and in a peculiar 
manner of thoſe flocks committed to their charge; 
to reſcue them from folly, vice and miſery z and 
to render them truly wiſe, good and happy. By 
their character and profeſſion, they are the eſta- 


liſhed advocates of virtue and goodneſs, the fair- 


eſt, the moſt amiable, the moſt honourable, and 
the beſt thing in the world. Tis the direct and 
immediate buſineſs of their lives, to promote the 
higheſt intereſts of mankind, not only in a preſent, 
but in a future eternal world. 

Since it muſt be owned then, that our office, in 
its own nature, and original deſign, is calculated 
to ſerve the nobleſt purpoſes; and that *tis an em- 
ployment truly great, generous and divine: what 
a pity were it, that ever ſuch a noble deſign ſhould 
miſcarry in our hands? or that the beſt and moſt 
effectual means to advance it, were not employed 
by us? We may juſtly regret the obſtinate untract- 
able follies and vices of mankind : but it is in 
vain to diſguiſe the matter; the whole blame of our 
unſucceſsfulneſs, muſt not be laid upon the incor- 
| A a rigible- 


tigibleneſs of thoſe we teach. Let us honeſtly a- 
vow it, that a good part of the charge muſt be 
Kid againft ourſelves. Were we duly qualified for 
diſcharging the duties of our important office; did 
we exccute the grand deſign committed to us, in 
the beſt manner; we ſhould have a much fairer 
title to be acquitted by God, by our own conſcien- 
ces, and by the world around us. 
As therefore we teach others, ſo we truly need 
to be taught ourſelves : And it has been a vary pro- 
per and wiſe inſtitution, that ſuch aſſemblies of 
Miniſters ſhould be opened by a diſcourſe upon the 
duties of the miniſterial office. As this is the taſk 
now expected from me, I'm very ſenſible, that in 
attempting to execute it, I muſt -often ſuffer the 
reproach of my own mind, that I am far from 
reaching that meaſure of excellence I think it my 
duty to recommend to-others : But I ſhall willingly 
ſuffer that pain, if I can be any way uſeful to o- 
thers, or animate them to aſpire after greater per- 
fection. And, as I would offer nothing inconſi- 
ſtent with that modeſb and humble regard I owe to 
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, ſo I hope th 
will forgive me, if I ſpeak my ſentiments, wit 
that undiſguiſed freedom, May be now juſtly ex- 
pected from the place wherein J ſtand. | 
That neceſſary and important qualification re- 
2 in Biſhops, or in Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
at they be apt to teach, will give me occaſion, 
1%, To ſpeak a little further concerning the gene- 
ral character of our office, as we are teachers of o- 
thers. What I principally deſign, is, in the ſecond 
place, To propoſe a few things, which I reckon to 
be either abſolutely neceſſary, or greatly uſeful, in 
order to our being fitly qualified for this office, fo 
N as 


1 
as to be apt to teach. And then I ſhall conclude 
with ſome reflections on the whole. | 


I. Txoven the many duties of the paſtoral of- 
fice may be conſidered: under a variety of different 
branches, yet the primary and eſſential, the fum- 

and comprehenſive character of our office, as 
derived from Chriſt himſelf, is to be the Teachers 
of his holy religion. For the religion of Jeſus 
is 4 reaſonable ſervice: It lies not in an inglorious 
ſubjection to mere arbitrary commands, in a con- 
ſtrainꝰd ſubmiſſion, or in a blind implicite obedi- 
ence; but in the reaſonable homage of a well in- 
formed, and of a well diſpoſed mind. The great pur- 
poſes of civil government may be reached by ex- 
ternal eoaction; and if men are brought to behave 

_ outwardly as good ſubjects, the civil magiſtrate re- 
quires nothing further, But the religion of Jeſus, 

is a thing quite of another nature: It is ſeated in the 

heart and conſcience; which muſt be reached by ra- 
tional conviction, and perſuaſion. And therefore 
the divine author of our religion, did not erect his 
kingdom in the world, as the Fews expected, and 
as others have ſince unchriſtianly attempted, by the 
force of the ſword, and the like carnal motives and 
| weapons; but by the more honourable, and indeed 
the only proper way of rendring mankind his 

willing ſubjefts, even by teaching and inſtructing 


For this purpoſe, as in the beginning he ap- 
8 Apaſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, en- 
ed with extraordinary powers peculiar to that 
age; ſo he gave alſo Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
Perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
and the edifying his body the Church ; And expreſs 
"" "MY charge 


* 


64. 

* was given afterwards, that this office ſhould: 
be continued, and committed to faithful men, who- 
ſhould be able to teach others alſa. Were it proper 
now to enlarge upon this ſubject, I might ſhew, that 
moſt of the branches of the paſtoral office might. 
be brought within the compaſs * teaching, under- 
ſtanding that word in a juſt latitude, for all the 
; Aferent methods of reaching falutary inſtruction. 
to others, whereby they may be rendred wiſer and 


better. But *tis ſufficient that I hint here in _ 


ral, that this is the main and eſſential part o 

office, as it is contained in our original — 1 
wherein qur Saviour gave commiſſion to his A- 
poſtles, to go and make diſciples of all nations, 


teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever be had 


commanded them. And happy indeed had it been 
for the Chriſtian world; — 49 had it been for the 
honour of our ſacred profeſſion, if, being ſatisfied 
with adorning this character of 8 we had 


not graſped at more: if we had not ambitiouſiy 


attempted, and alas! with a fatal ſucceſs, to en- 


groſs many other things into our commiſſion ; 
which, inſtead of promoting, have had a moſt per- 


nicious tendency to deſtroy the very end of our in- 
ſtitution : Particular inſtances whereof I may be 
well excuſed from enumerating, ſince our enemies 
| often tell them with pleaſure. 
Teachers then we are; but the grand Aar is, to 
be wiſe and ſucceſsful teachers; Seribes well inſtrubi. | 
ed for the kingdam of God, : „ 


II. Anp this leads to the ſecond general n of N 


diſcourſe propoſed; To point out a few things 


which I humbly judge to be either abſolutely ne- 
. or greatly uſeful, in order to our being fit- | 


ly 


*y 


#1 

ly qualified for this office, ſo as to be ap! 40 teach. 
1. Here I notice, in the ff place, it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, that we be mighty in the Scriptures, 
or well inſtructed in theſe divine oracles, wherein 
a ſupernatural revelation has been delivered to By | 
mankind. For theſe,. properly ſpeaking, are the 
fandard of our teaching: Theſe are the pure foun- 
tain whence all our inſtructions muſt be drawn. 
For whatever ſtreſs may be laid upon the authority 
of primitive fathers; and the venerable deciſions | 
of ancient councils; upon the ſubtile ſpeculations | 
of the ſchoolmen, or upon eſtabliſhed creeds 
and forms of belief in particular countries: and 
how uſefully ſoever theſe may be employed ſome- 
times in expreſſing the meaning of divine revela- 
tion: Yet as the Bible alone is the religion of 
Chriſtians, ſo that alone is the infallible ſource, 
from whence all our inſtructions ſhould be derived. 

And here I muſt beg leave to think, our firſt 
care ſhould be, to be firmly perſuaded ourſelves, 
upon rational and juſt grounds, of the divine | 
origin and authority of that holy religion we RJ 
teach, and of theſe ſacred writings wherein it is | 
contained. Never, perhaps, ſince Chriſtianity was 
received by publick authority, hath a greater tor- | 
rent of infidelity broke in, than is now overflow- | N 
ing the age and places wherein we live. The very | 
foundations of our holy religion are not only ſe- 
eretly undermined, but openly and violently at- 
tacked, ſo as to be made the ſubject of publick / | 
diſputation. In' a controverſy of this kind, no | 
Chriſtian, who hath capacity or opportunity of- 
entring into it, ſhould be an unconcerned ſpecta- 


hy SK 
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tor: And leaſt of all can the ſloth or ignorance 
of the teachers of Chriſtianity be excuſed. I do 
not 


not mean by this, that proving tlie truth of Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould be the frequent ſubject of our pu- 
blick ſermons. In retired places there is little, if 
any occaſion for it: And even in places of greater 
knowledge and enquiry, [where there is more 
hazard of the ſpreading of this dangerous infection] 
it may be ſufficient, occaſionally to remove the 
force of the moſt ſpecious cavils that are advanced 
againſt our holy religion, and to illuſtrate the evi- 
dences we have for the truth thereof, as they na- 
turally fall in our way. Yet ſurely to be ſtrangers 
in this momentous controverſy; to be at a loſs to 
ſpeak reaſonably upon it, when it is ſtarted in con- 
verſation by others of a ſceptical turn; or to be un- 
able to ſatisfy the modeſt ſcruples and objections 
even of ſerious, and good Chriſtians, that may be 
under our charge: this, I muſt ſay, is a moſt inex- 
cuſable piece of ſloth, and a vile reproach, we 
ſhould by no means ſuffer to ly upon our order. 
Our next care with reſpect to the Scriptures: 
ſhould be, rightly, to underſtand them, and to treafure 
up in our minds; that ſo. we may be able to 
teach, and explain to others what is truly contain- 
ed in them. And here it muſt be owned; that as 
a careful ſtudy of the Scriptures has been too much 
neglected, ſo perhaps any careful application given 
to them, has been too much in a prepoſterous me- 
thod. - Inſtead of adjuſting all our ſchemes of he- 
lief and practice to the divine oracles, the chief 
care of too many has been, to accommodate all 
the declarations of Scripture to their own preju- 
dices, and preconceived: opinions. Their main 
ſtudy has not been, to find out the mind and will 
of God therein delivered to us, but to make the 
Scripture plyable to that ſenſe and meaning they 
” Ae 


are previouſly reſolved to find in it. Is it not from 
this corrupt ſource, and the blending often of a | 
falfe philoſophy with our Chriſtianity, that in all 
ages the teachers thereof have ſo much d | 
from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel ? [abſurd do- | 
ctrines have been propagated, and faith of 
Chriſtians been loaded with myſteries of mens 
making, under the bold pretence of their being 
ſtamped with a divine anthority. ] How different 
in many caſes is the plain — of the Bible, 
from the falſe interpretations have been put upon 
it, the raſh concluſions have been drawn from it, 
and ood compel ſuperſtructures have been raiſed 
nity. - 

In order therefore to be duly qualified for un- 
| derſtanding the Scriptures aright, and explaining 
them to others, there ought to be the previous 

diſpoſition of an honeft and good mind; ſome 
tolerable ſkill in thoſe learned languages wherein 
they were originally written; ſome acquaintance 
the cuſtoms and ways of ſpeaking, perhaps 
peculiar to thoſe times, or places; ſome dexterity 
in applying the juft rules of. criticiſm, which are 
neceflary in order to fix the reading and ſenfe of 
the ſacred writings, as well as of ordinary human 
ures: We ſhould gather the mind of the 
Spirit of God in Scripture, not from mangled 
{crapes or ſeparate portions thereof torn from the 
reſt, but from the obvious general ſcope and de- 
ſign of the whole: parallel places and ways of ex- 5 
preſſion ſhould be carefully compared together; 
and dark and figurative paſſages be illuſtrated 
thoſe that are more plain and inconteſtable: An 
to all theſe ſhould be joined fervent prayer and | 
—— God for the illumination —_ "2 
| oly : | 
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re 
Holy Spirit, that our eyes may be opened to indent 
the wonderful things of bis l p. 

All this it muſt be owned requires a degree of 
induſtry, integrity, and penetration, far beyond 
what we commonly apply. Some of us perhaps 
think it enough, if we give our ſelves ſolemn airs 
of underſtanding the Scriptures by getting them 
by rote; and if we croud many paſlages of the 
Bible into our ſermons, which may have ſome af- 
finity in ſound at leaſt to the various purpoſes we 
are handling, how abſurdly and impertinently ſo: 
ever they may be quoted by us. I hope no candid 
hearer will miſtake me, as if I meant by this to 
diſparage the juſt and diſcreet uſe of a ſcriptural 
File in preaching, or the proper application. of 
. Scripture-teſtimony for the proof and illuſtration 
of divine truths. © But the more carefully that we 
ſtudy this, we ſhall keep at the greater diſtance 
from that ſlothful and childiſh way, I may call it, 
of playing with Scripture- texts, which ſo long has 
been the ſubject of plentiful ridicule upon us, even 
by the grave and ingenuous in other profeſſions. 

2. It will deſerve a ſeparate conſideration to no- 
= in the ſecond place, That, in order to our un- 
derſtanding the Scriptures aright, and to be apt to 
teach both the doEtrines and duties of our holy 
religion, we ſhould cultivate the ſound knowl 
of the principles of natural religion, and of the do- 
Hrine of manners; wherein we may derive great aſ- 
ſiſtance from the writings of ſome. eminent Mora- 
liſts both ancient and modern. 

I'm ſufficiently aware, that a direction of this 
kind may be liable to be miſtaken by the leſs judi- 
cious part of my audience: It may be thought de- 
chad to the lufficiency and 8 of Scri- 

pture- 


pture-revelation, to ſend the teachers of it in any 
caſe, to follow ſuch a blind and lame guide: And 
ſome perhaps have the weakneſs, never to be better 
pleaſed, than when Chriſtianity is ſet in the ſtrong- 
eſt oppoſition to the natural reaſon and light of 
mankind. But my Reverend and learned Fathers 
and Brethren know, that the laws of nature are 
divine laws, publiſhed by God himſelf in his glo- 
rious works, as well as thoſe which he hath in a ſu- 
pernatural way promulged to us in the Goſpel: 
that the laws of nature are the ground-work of 
all other laws, and were ſuch as were given to man 
in his beſt and original condition: that we have 
the teſtimony of the Apoſtle Pau!, that even the 
Gentiles who had no law by ſupernatural revelation, 
yet had this divine natural law written in their 
hearts, their conſciences bearing witneſs to it, either 
excuſing or accuſing them, as they were conformed to 
it, or not. That ſupernatural revelation God has 
given us, is no doubt ſufficient for all thoſe merci- 
ful and kind - purpoſes for which he deſigned it: 
but then we are to conſider in what view and in- 
tention it was graciouſly vouchſafed us; even to in- 
ſtruct us in many neceſſary points of the knowledge 
of God, and of our duty, which either could not 
be diſcovered at all, or at leaſt very imperfectly, by 
nature's light: It was to make known to us the 
method God had wiſely and graciouſly provided 
for the reconciliation of guilty ſinners to himſelf 
through his Son Jeſus Chriſt; and to ſuperadd 
many powerful motives whereby we might be ex- 
Cited to the practice of virtue and goodneſs. It was 
given to improve, and not to ſuperſede our natural 
notions of God, and of the duty that we owe him, 
It was not deſigned to make void our natural im- 
. | B h preſſions 
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. 
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' preſton of good and evil, of right and wrong, 


t to awaken and ſtrengtben them. That noble 
and excellent revelation wherewith God has bleſſed 
us, was never adapted to creatures void of under- 
ſtanding, or to encourage our ſloth and negligence 
in cultivating the dictates of reaſon and conſcience. 
For, on the contrary, the more that theſe are re- 
garded and improved by us, we make a ſurer and 


better proficiency in the knowledge and illuſtra- 


tion both of the doctrines and duties of our holy 
religion. For is it not plain, that moſt part of 
our moral duties are no where expreſly defined in 
Scripture, nor deduced from their firſt principles? 
No: 'theſe are ſuppoſed to be previouſly known 


us; or they are left to the careful deduction of our 
_ _ » natural reaſon, And, without theſe, would not 


many noble and neceſſary precepts of the Goſpel 


be of little, or of no uſe to us? For inſtance, 


when we are taught by our divine Saviour, that what 
ſoe ver wwe would that men ſhould do to us, we' ſhould 
do even ſo to them, it is plain the meaning can- 
not be, that we ſhould do unto others whatſoever 
we may wickedly or licentioufly deſire ſhould be done 
to ourſelves; but only that we ſhould act ſo towards 


dthers, as we might juſtly and reaſonably deſire 


they ſhould act towards us in like circumſtances, 
And hence it is obvious, that even this golden rule 


of the Goſpel, this ſum of the Law and of the Pro- 


phets, can be of no uſe to us in practice, without 
ſome fixed and preciſe notions of what we m 


Juſt or wrongoiſſy deſire; which muſt be drawn 


from the natural principles of ſound morals. I 
have been at more pains than what perhaps was 
needful, to ſet this matter in a due light, becauſe 


the loud boaſting of our modern infidels, that the 
| 3 


——— prin- 


1 
principles of ſound Reaſon and of true Philoſophy 
are inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, has ſo far pre- 
vailed with many good Chriſtians, as to awaken a 
certain jealouſy, that the former bear no friendly 
aſpect to the latter: Which is a point by no means 
to be yielded : for, on the contrary, when both 
are beſt ſtudied and underſtood, they ſerve admi- 
rably to illuſtrate and ſupport each other z and 
the more richly our minds are ſtored with the ſound 
principles of Natural religion, and the pureſt do- 
Erine of manners, we are much better qualified to 
vindicate and illuſtrate all thoſe noble diſcoveries 
that are made to us in the Goſpel, Many proper 
cautions indeed might be added upon this we, 
but I muſt forbear entring upon them, that I 
may not too far encroach on your time. 
3. I proceed therefore to notice, in the third 
place, That, in order to our being apt to teac 
3 ſhould carefully inſtruct our people in what is of 
— 7 eateſt moment and importance in religion: A- 
that great variety of things wherein they may 
— taught, we ought ta. make a wiſe choice of 
what is molt neceſſary and »ſeful to them, whether 
in knowledge or practice; like wiſe builders, en- 
deavouring to lay a good and a ſure foundation, 
whereupon the noble ſuperſtructure may be raiſed. 
beg what I chiefly point at by this general dire- 
Etion may be better underſtood, give me-leave ta 
explain — by ſomething of a detail. 
In teaching, for inſtance, the doctrines of our 
holy religion, inſtead of amuſing our hearers with 
vain, or too nice, and abſtracted ſpeculations, that 
are of little importance to mend the heart, or ta 
reform the life z inſtead of irritating their paſſions 
wah learned controverſies, or perverſe diſputinga 


B 2 about 


( 2 ) 


about things wherein they are not truly much con- 


cerned: thoſe noble truths ſhould be taught 


which are moſt fundamental in religion: Such : as, 
to give them right and amiable apprebenfions of the 
Divine nature and perfeftions : to give them juſt 


views of our guilty and corrupted ſtate : to diſplay 


theſe important doctrines concerning Jeſus Chrift, 
the great and only Mediator; what he hath done for 
the ſalvation of our guilty race in the execution of his 
propbetical, prieftly, and kingly offices : to explain 
the tenor of the Gofpel-covenant, and the neceſſary 
terms of our acceptance with God: to illuſtrate the 
nature of genuine repentance towards God, and of 
faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt; together with 
the doctrine of regeneration, and converfion io God: 


to inform them of the neceſſity of applying hum- 


bly and ſeriouſly to God, for the divine aid and 
affiſtance of his Holy Spirit; which muſt be the be- 
ginning, progreſs and perfectien of every 


thing in us, or done by us. Theſe and the like 
eſſential doctrines of our holy religion, ſhould be 


inſtilled into our people with the greateſt care: 
Theſe ſhould be taught and expreſſed in that native 


ſimplicity and plainneſs wherein they are delivered. 


to us in the Goſpel: avoiding all metaphyſical ſub- 


tilties, the learned phraſeology of the Looks, and 
the empty ſounds of ebſcure myſtick language; 3 
which give little inſtruction, and ſerve only: to e 
plex or eonfound our hearers. 

It ſhould be carefully ementired at the ſame 
time, that the grand point we ought to have in 
view, in opening the underſtandings of our hearers,” 
and confirming their faith in the great truths of our 
holy religion, ſhould be, to ſhow the influence 


| a the ſtedfaſt belief of theſe heavenly dodtrines 


_ 
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vught to have in forming the temper of their 


minds, and the conduct of their lives, to virtue and 


eſs; being at all due pains to convince them, 
that all the excellency and uſefulneſs of knowledge 
and faith in religion, lies in the native and direct 
tendency they have to promote purity of heart, and 
holineſs in all manner of converſation. 

And this leads me to a further illuſtration I offer 
on this head; That, in order to guide our people to 
a holy and good practice, we ſhould apply our- 
ſelves with a peculiar care to mould and form their 
hearts to virtue and goodneſs; to cultivate all theſe 

ood affections, and holy diſpoſitions, which are the 

'ving and active principles whence all our good 
actions proceed, and which ſpread their influence 
over the whole of our conduct in this world. As 
it is the heart which God principally regards, and 
from whence are all the iſſues of life; ſo the ſacred 
{kill of touching, forming and mending the heart, is 


indeed one of the moit eſſential qualities of one 


that is apt to teach. To promote the higheſt love to 
God, an imward efteem of his moral perfettions, gra- 


titude for bis _$oodneſe, a firm perſuaſion of his wiſe 


and good providente, an entire reſignation to his will, 


and a ſtedfaſt faith in his word; to promote the like 


oper and correſpondent offeBions toward Feſus 
Chriſt the only Mediator, and our now glorious and 
exalted Redeemer ; to cultivate an inward reliſb of 
purity, holineſs and goodneſs in ourſelves, together 
with a fervent charity toward all our brethren of 
mankind ; to awaken a ftrong ſenſe of what is wor- 
thy and becoming in our rational and ſocial nature, 
and a ſtrong feeling, not only of what is juſt and e- 
quitable, but alſo of that which is honourable, gene- 


—_ and -/ovely.in human life; to infpire the noble 


ambition 
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ambition of having 1 raiſed above this vain trau 
ory world, fortified againſt the bewitching charms 
of ſo enſual pleaſure, avarice and worldly ambition, 
aſpiring after the perfection of goodneſs with 
God himſelf in his heavenly kingdom: Theſe, and 


many other Chriſtian graces which might be men- 


tioned, are ſome of the principal ingredients of the 
renewed heart, the inward ſanctuary of the temple 
of holineſs, the ſacred and flowing ſprings of all 


our religious actions and virtuous. converſation 1 in 


the world. 5 
We all know 56; EE it is God 3 wr ey thus 

mould the heart, and theſe are graces muſt be 
wrought in us by the Spirit of God : Yet, as we 
are honoured and employed, to be active inſtru- 


ments in God's hand, for exciting and quickning 
this ſpiritual and divine life in the ſoul, we can ne- 


ver too carefully apply ourſelves to this noble and 
divine work ; to urge the mortification of all crit 
inal luſis and paſſions, to ſtrip the wicked and de: 
eitful heart of all thoſe ſpecious diſguiſes it is ready 
to aſſume, and to expoſe thoſe falſe appearances of 
Foogneſs it is ready to purſue, Had we, my dear 
Brethren, a warmer-zeal, and a more divine ſki 


thus to lay the foundations of goodneſs in the heart, 


and to eradicate contrary, wicked and corrupt prine 
aiples, we might then hope, through the divine 
bleſſing, to ſee the pleaſure of the Lord more haps 
pily proſpering in our hands. 

To conclude what I deſign to offer on this head: 
Tho? 1 have preſumed to recommend a peculiar 
care with reſpect to the great fundamentals of Chri- 


ſtian faith and practice, yet I beg leave to add, 
that we muſt by no means ſtop there, but endea · 
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as we are able, and have opportunity, we ſhould 
declare unto them the whole counſel of God; ex- 
plaining every Chriſtian doctrine that hath the re- 
moteſt tendency to purity the heart, and to reform 
the life; removing every dangerous error or mi- 
ſtake contrary to the life and power of godlineſs ; 
entring into a minute detail of the various duties 
of the Chriſtian life ; opening them up in the 

laineſt, and applying them in the moſt particu- 

r manner; and urging them with all that va- 
_ of motives, whereby we can recommend them 
to the love and practice of our people. For this 
end we may appeal to their common ſenſe and 
underſtanding, and to the natural ſentiments of 
their own conſciences; we may diſplay the native 
worth and dignity, the real beauty and excellence 
of all thoſe virtues which exalt us to a conformity 
with the divine nature, and to a noble reſemblance 
of our divine Saviour; we may plead not only 
the authority of God, but alſo the ingenuous re- 
turns of gratitude and love we owe to our merciful 
Father in heaven, and to the loving Saviour of 
mankind z we may fill our mouths with arguments 
taken from the due regard they owe to their own 
moſt valuable intereſts, and to their greateſt hap- 
pineſs, which will always be found to ariſe from 
the exerciſe of virtue and goodneſs : And as, by a 
warm diſplay of the great and precious promiſes 
of the Goſpel, we may endeavour to work upon 
the hopes of Chriſtians to purify themſelves as 
_ God is pure; ſo we may alſo endeavour to rouſe 
their fears, by an awful repreſentation of the di. 
Vine wrath which ſhall be revealed from heaven a» 
gainſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. In 

fine, rightly dividing the word of truth, it were — 


4 1 
be wiſhed: we had the holy ſkill of applying our- 
| ſelves to the various circumſtances and conditions 
of our hearers : to inſtruct the ignorant; to a- 


. waken the ſtupid and thoughtleſs to a ſerious con- 


ſideration; to alarm and convince the hardned 
ſinner; to ſupport the feeble and weak Chriſtian 3 
to rejoice and confirm the ſtrong. And, in all 
theſe various parts of our difficult work, I muſt 
Itill notice, that we had much need of a humble 

and conſtant dependence upon the divine grace, 
which alone can be, ſufficient for us. y 
- 4. Waving many other things which might 
be offered on this ſubject, I now add only, in the 
fourth and laſt place, That, in order to our being 
apt to teach, it is highly neceſſary that we our- 
. {elves have a ſtrong feeling of theſe divine truths, 
and a ſtrong reliſb of theſe amiable virtues we 
teach and recommend to others; it is greatly ne- 
ceſſary that our whole ſouls be animated with a 
warm zeal to communicate them; and alſo that our 
whole lives be regularly framed to give a living 
pattern, an amiable and inviting example of all holi- 
neſs and goodneſs. I join thele three things to- 
together, not only to ſave your time, but alſo be- 
cauſe of the neceſſary dependence they have upon 
one another. | 4 

Need I illuſtrate the neceſſity of being thus apt 
to teach before ſuch a diſcerning audience ? Need 
we be told, it is by a ſacred intimate acquaintance 
of our own minds with ſpiritual and divine things, 
we can beſt explain them to others? that this in- 
ward love of goodneſs will animate all our diſ- 
courſes with a certain elevation of thought, with 
a dignity of ſentiments, and a propriety of language 
Which no artificial eloquence can reach? It is by 


ſpeaking 


n 
ſpeaking from the heart, we are in the faireſt way 
to reach and move the heart, and to transfuſe our 
own devout affections into the minds of others. Tis 
by this we are in good earneſt to promote the 
cauſe of religion and goodneſs : And when we are 
thus in good earneſt, what energy and force, what 
life and ſpirit ſhall be infuſed into all our facred 
miniſtrations ? It is then, if ever, that ſoft per- 
ſuaſion fhall be ſeated upon our lips, and that 
the flame of good affections in our own breaſts, 
ſhall kindle the ſame divine ardours in the breaſts 
of others, Whereas, if we are unhappily deſtitute 
of theſe good diſpoſitions, if we have no inward 
feeling of thoſe virtues we pretend to teach, how un- 
natural and unpleaſant muſt the task be to ourſelves? 
how unmeaning and perplex'd, how cold and in- 
ſipid muſt our affected labours appear to others? 
Need I urge this any further, that it is by a 
warm and earneſt deſire to inſtruct and edify, we 
are in the faireſt way of ſucceeding in the noble 
and worthy deſign? If we are cold and indif- 
ferent in the cauſe of virtue, we are but in a poor 
way of promoting it ; whereas, being conſtrain'd 
by the love of God, the love of Chriſt, the love 
of ſouls, and the love of goodneſs, the divine 
work ſhall go on pleaſantly and triumphantly : 
We ſhall grudge no labour, and decline no diffi- 
culty that occurrs in it : Every power and ability 
that God has given us, (how ſmall ſoever it may 
be) ſhall then be awakened into action: A warm 
zeal to win ſouls will ſupply many conſiderable 
defects; and command a greater aſcendant over 
the minds of our people, than the moſt ſhining, 
unhallowed talents can reach: Tis by this our 
diſcourſes ſhall be A ha ointment ex 
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forth; by this the ſacred unction is felt; and com- 
municated to the pleaſed and liſtning audienee. 
Ihe neceſſity of teaching our flock by a good 
pattern, and example in life, has been alſo already 
hinted. And would to God, my dear Brethren, 


| the neceſlity of teaching them in this manner, 


were as univerſally regarded in practice, as it 1s 
allowed in theory. The conſtant experience of 
mankind has ever verified the common maxim, 
That the world is governed more by example than 
by precept. Such is the N of the ſocial 
principle within us, that we ſlide inſenſibly into 
an imitation of what we obſerve done by others. 
This, alas | is too evident in the general contagion 
of bad example: And yet even amidſt this great 

_ degeneracy, ſuch is the amiable form of unaffected 
virtue, that when it is ſet before us, we muſt: be 
greatly corrupted, if we are inſenſible to its charms. 
A living pattern of goodneſs commands and cap- 
tivates the mind, to a degree far beyond what the 
force of any language, or verbal inſtruction can 
reach. How generally ineffectual is the beſt teach- 
ing without it ? And how certainly will a wicked 
and bad example, deſtroy all the efficacy of the 
beſt inſtructions, can be given? Phy/ician heal thy 
ſelf, will ſtill be tea. upon us, When our 
lives are not of a piece with dur publick teaching, 
we ſhall be fo far from inſinuating ourſelves into 
the good opinion of others, that we ſhall be their 
ſecret ſcorn and deriſion; we ſhall expoſe our ſa- 
cred character to contempt and ridicule, and do 
what in us lies to juſtify the inſults, and vindi- 
cate all thoſe. petulant abuſes that are offered to us 
by the common enemies of our holy religion. 
Nay, tho” our lives ſhould not be openly and 
5 | - ſcandalouſſy 
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ſeandalouſly vicious, tho* we cannot be charged 
with any of thoſe criminal practices which expoſe 
to civil puniſhments, or — cenſure : yet, 
if we betray a carnal and worldly ſpirit, a mean, 
ſelfiſh and ſordid temper ; if, inſtes of a ſtaunch 
integrity, candourand Mniplicity,we give anyground 
to ſuſpect us of artifice, cunning and a diſhoneſt 
mind; if we diſcover a vain affectation of po- 
pular applauſe, and a flaviſh compliance with al! 
the unreaſonable prejudices of the vulgar; or, which 
is equally bad, if we ſhould ever ſq far proſtitute 
the dignity of our ſacred character, as to become 
the ſervile tools of the great, to be ſupple and 
flexible to all their 7 and intereſts, and to 
be thorough-pac'd to all their meaſures, without 
any juſt regard to the invariable rules of right and 
wrong: I fay, whenever we betray any ſuch bad 
turn of mind, we make all honeſt and good minds 
revolt againſt us ; they will ſpy out the bad heart 
under all thoſe thin diſguiſes we may put on; and 
thus loſing their good opinion of us, they "muſt 
loſe, in a good meaſure, all the benefit of the beſt 
inſtructions we can give them. Solemn grimace, 
affected airs of great devotion, together with ſome 
other little arts, may for ſome time catch the ad- 
miration of the vulgar; but with the wiſe and diſ- 
cerning, *tis only a ſtedfaſt integrity, uncorrupted 
honour and — — that can either eſtabliſn or 
preſerve our influence, 


Tu Ar I may dia as ee a period, 

I fhall N with two general reflections upon 
the whole. And, 1½, What has been offered to illu- 

ſtrate the character and eſſential qualification of a 

{criptural Biſhop, that 0 be apt to teach, may Bede 
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little or no variation be applied to the candidates 
for the holy, miniftry. Tho“ a juſt modeſty re- 
ſtrains me; from taking ths liberty, of exhorting 
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, , becauſe it 
would be more decent for me humbly to receive 
their injurictions : yet I may take the freedom of 
calling upon you, who are yet only deſiring; and 
deſigning the good — the paſtoral office; I 
may take the liberty of giving you a ſolemn 
charge, to. endeavour to be well qualified for it, 
by being apt to teach. To a careful unprejudiced 
ſtudy of the holy Scriptures, join all other advan- 
tages of human learning that are ſubſervient to it. 
As you endeavour to enrich your minds with a 
noble treaſury of knowledge in divine things, ſee 
that by no means ye neglect the neceſſary culture 
of the heart. In a humble dependence on divine 
grace, be at all pains to awaken good diſpoſitions, 
to cheriſh e in your fouls, and to 
form your inward temper to piety and virtue. Let 
a ſtrong reliſh of goodneſs, and a ſtrong deſire 
after higher. meaſures thereof, baniſh ſloth and 
indolence,- ſanctify all your ſtudies, and check the 
allies of youthful. and licentious paſſions. Tho' 
ye ſhould, be cramped a little by the narrownels of 
your worldly circumſtances, yet, if ye bear a mind 
ſuperior to theſe worldly things, and giye flir ſpe- 
cimens of a good genius, and of a good mind; 
this ſhall ere long raiſe you from obſcurity, and 
produce you to a noble theatre of action. If your 
views be ſincere and upright, if your natural ta- 
ſents are well improved, if your behaviour is mo- 
deft and examplary, and if ye are more concern'd 
to deſerve encouragement, than forwardly to court 
it ye ill be the riſing hopes of our Church fad 
; - : \ ; when 


1 
when God thinks fit to call us to give an account 
of our. ſtewardſhip, we ſhall. with greater 
ſure” reſign our * that we have the view of - 
bei more worthily ſucceeded... . .. ne 
£4 then, 240. Ab Maniſters ſhould. be apt to 
teach, ſo we may juſtly call upon you who are the 
People, to. be. * to. be taughi.; to be of a docike 
and tractable diſpoſition, yielding and. pliable to 
our inſtructions. We may juſtly invite you, at 
leaſt, to give us a fair hearing, to give an earneſt | 
attention to our teaching, ſeriouſſy to conſider it, 
and honeſtly, to apply. it: We'-may, warn you, 
that, in a dutiful- attendance upon dur ſacred. mi; 
niſtrations, you would bring alongſt with you, 
humbleneſs of mind; a deep conſciouſneſs of. your 
want of divine knowledge, and an earneſt deſire 
to learn it; a ſtrong. ſenſe of your manifold cor: 
ruptions, chat ought to be.reformed; and a willing, 
neſs of mind to be aſſiſted by us in purifying your 
hearts, and reforming your lives. We may;claum 
ſomething of a reverend regard from you for our 
character, and for our Maſter's. falke; together 
with a pious and devout regard to our ſpiritual fun- 
ctions, as the regular appointed means of ſalvati- 
on, and which God hath” promiſed to accompany 
with the _— of his Holy Spirit. If ye are wil- 
ling to overlook perhaps the — 5 abilities of the 
teacher, and to regard more the force of truth, 
and his honeſt good meaning, than the beauty of 
language, and the exactneſs of compoſition; if ye 
are more deſirous to be truly edified, than to have 
your fancy pleaſed with the harmony of fine peri- 
ods, and the pomp of eloquence : if you come on 


3 diſpoſed to be taught by us, we may then hope 


teach you to ſome purpoſe, But if ye are proud 


ps 


if & Þ 
A ohccited, tiff hecked! and uncircumeiſed in | 
A if ye are 5 be diveſted of your 


pr lee, and divorced from your. beloved or 


or if, having itching ears, ye are 5 heaping 
teachers to your ſelves, and ſhut you 
All thoſewho'cannot ſhape their ju pts and con. 
ſciences to your” fivourite notions and, prejudices 3 A 
| if theſe are only your admired teachers, if theſe 
: Ve eſteemed your burning and ſhining lights, who, 
ſtead of Eidkini the gentle flame of divine love, 
10 of univerſal charity, are for kindling the fire 
of obntention, ' ſchiſm and diviſion; 'of hatred, va- 
riance and evil-ſpeaking ; if tribunitial invectives 
are more pleaſing than the words of truth and ſos 
briety, and the inſtructions of meekneſs : if this 
ſhould ever be the caſe with any of our people, we 
muſt heartily regret and lament it; we muſt at leaſt 
diſcharge our own conſciences, and endeavour 'to 
fave our own ſouls, though I/rael ſhould not = 
gathered, But, to prevent any ſuch fatal/ſituatio! 
of things, May God himſelf ariſe, clothe all bis pri, 5 
. and male his ſaints foout aloud for] 70. 
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